
The choice of building maTerials has a huge impacT on The environmenT

Wood’s inherent properties – as a sustainable, natural, and 

renewable resource – make it an excellent environmental 

choice for any new construction or renovation. As the 

largest single forest certification standard in the world, 

the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI) program is 

well-positioned to meet the growing demand for certified 

products.

Many of wood’s positive attributes depend in part on 

whether the forest resource is responsibly managed and 

renewed. Third party- forest certification standards like 

the Sustainable Forestry Initiative offer a proof point that 

the forest has been managed for multiple environmental, 

social and economic values – today and into the future.

More and more buyers – including governments, 

businesses and individuals – are asking for wood products 

from responsible sources. Products certified to SFI are 

recognized by many leading green building rating programs 

around the world. 

Architects and builders choose wood because it looks 

great, has numerous environmental characteristics – 

including renewability – and is easy to work with.

In addition, trees absorb carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere as they grow, sequestering and storing the 

carbon while producing oxygen – this reduces greenhouse 

gases and improves air quality. Forests provide many other 

benefits, including clean air and water, habitat for wildlife, 

commercially valuable products like wood, and employment 

for local communities.

sfi is a cornersTone 
of green building

SFI-00001

in 2016, The u.s. green building 
council (usgbc) issued an alternative 
compliance path (acp) that recognizes 
wood from the sustainable forestry 

initiative (sfi) program. usgbc issued the acp under 
the material and resources credit in both leed 
2009 and leed v4 rating tools. This move will further 
strengthen the leed program and expand support for 
using responsibly sourced wood in building design 
and construction.
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raTing sYsTem locaTion

recogniZes 
all credible 
cerTificaTion 
programs  
(including sfi)

ansi/gbi 01-2010:  
green building assessment protocol for 
commercial buildings

Yes

ansi/icc 700-2012: 

national green building standard
Yes

ashrae -  standard 189.1 Yes

asTm - d7612-10 Yes

bifma e3-2010:  

furniture sustainability standard
Yes

breeam Yes

built green program Yes

casbee Yes

composite panel association log Yes

green globes Yes

green star program Yes

international green construction code Yes

u.s. green building council Yes

promoTing responsible foresTrY  
Through green building programs
There are many credible green building rating systems that recognize the value of 

multiple forest certification standards, and offer credits for products certified to these 

forest certification standards, including SFI.
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